
Mattel expanded the size 
of the standard Matchbox 
series to 100 models in 
certain markets!

The Matchbox Big Rig Buddies trucks launched 
with character-inspired, interactive vehicles 
featuring Rocky The Robot Truck, followed by the 
Stinky the Garbage Truck in 2010, continuing with 
Smokey the Fire Truck!

Smokey the Fire Truck became a partner with the FDNY 
Foundation and the exclusive sponsor of Fire Prevention Week 
helping educate children about the importance of fire safety!

Matchbox celebrates its 60th anniversary!
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Tyco Toys, Inc. acquired 
Universal Matchbox and 
launched the “Limited Edition 
Matchbox Originals”!

1992

Tyco Toys, Inc. merged 
with Mattel, Inc. The year 
also marked the debut of 
the “Inaugural Collection” 
with “First Shot” die-cast 
prototypes and never-
before-seen models 
and playsets!

1997

Matchbox began broadening the line 
with all-terrain vehicles, hydroplanes, 
hang gliders and submersibles!

1999

For its 50th Anniversary, Matchbox 
introduced the “Matchbox Across 
America” die-cast collection featuring 
50 cars, each representing one of the 
50 states!

2003

The most expensive miniature to date is a rare tan 
1961 MB30 Magirus Deutz Crane worth £8,500!  

The value of Matchbox cars is driven by three factors: 
rarity, condition and popularity of the model!

Smaller Matchbox models are classified as 1:64 
scale and measure about 2.5-3 inches in length!

Children used to be able to buy Matchbox cars for 
7.5 pence each!

The most expensive Matchbox model ever sold was a 
Major Scale Quarry Truck, for £10,200!

A ‘mint boxed’ model can be worth 50-100% more than 
a mint model without a box!
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scale and measure about 2.5-3 inches in length!
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There are 24 cars in the Matchbox 60th 
Anniversary collection!  

Matchbox cars have been sold in more than 130 
countries in Europe and Australia!



Jack Odell created the first Matchbox car originally designed for his 
daughter to take to school (as her school only allowed students to 
bring a matchbox-sized container). He created a brass prototype 
of a small Road Roller to fit into an actual matchbox. Soon after, all 
of his daughter’s classmates wanted their own ‘matchbox car’ and 
Odell realised there was an immediate market for miniature toys!

Matchbox was classed 
as the biggest-selling 
brand of small diecast 
model cars worldwide!

Matchbox Superfast 
models were launched!

Matchbox® Sky Busters, 
a range of die-cast model 
aircrafts, were launched.

The Shovel Nose Tractor first 
appeared in the Matchbox 1-75 
range and went on to become the 
longest running model in the line!

Universal International 
bought Matchbox Toys out of 
Lesney receivership!

Matchbox Toys declared the 
best-selling line in Europe!

Entertainment icons made their 
debut with Walt Disney’s Mickey 
Mouse on a fire engine and Donald 
Duck on a beach buggy!

The original “Matchbox” Series 
was produced including four 
different models!

The Models of Yesteryear 
were introduced including 
renditions of classic vehicles 
from the steam and early 
automotive eras! 

Metal wheels were replaced 
with plastic wheels and called 
“regular wheels”! 
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The first batch of Matchbox toys 
had China casting on the base!

1985

The 60s were known 
as the ‘Golden Era’ of 
British Die-cast!
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FUN FACTS Throughout its 60 year history, Matchbox has had 
four owners; Lesney, Universal, Tyco and Mattel!

The Matchbox name started as a brand name of the 
British die-casting company, Lesney Products! Laid bumper-to-bumper, all the Matchbox cars ever 

produced would circle the earth at the equator 
more than six times, creating an enormous 
traffic jam!

Since 1952, more than three billion Matchbox 
miniature die-cast vehicles have been produced!

Since 1952, over 12,000 different Matchbox cars 
have been produced!  

The best-selling Matchbox car of all time is the 
Model A Ford miniature scale!   

The original series featured; THE Aveling barford 
road roller, the muir hill site dumper, the cement 
mixer and the massey harris tractor!

Matchbox toys started out as extra work picked 
up by three British ex-servicemen home from World 
War II!
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